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william k. stidham

the sacred heart of charlie sexton  

22" x 30," Watercolor



Each issue, Rare Magazine chooses a local Austin artist to feature on our cover and section introduction 
pages. This month’s feature artist is William K. Stidham. Make sure you check out his art scattered 
throughout the magazine.

On The Cover:

William K. Stidham
The Sacred Heart of 
Patty Griffin 

22" x 30," Watercolor

The Divine Inspirations of William K. Stidham
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“Everything for me is a spiritual equation,” Stidham says. “A lot of 

this might sound esoteric, but I don’t care.”

And, he doesn’t. Over the hour I spend drinking coffee across the table 

from him, he tells me about his work, but more importantly, about his 

beliefs, which are (as he suggested) both esoteric and significant. 

Stidham never trained as an artist, although he did make a significant 

foray into writing, dedicating four years of his life to a book that 

ultimately went unpublished. Feeling a bit dejected about the 

experience, he quit writing, but eventually turned to watercolor portraits 

as a creative outlet. A friend convinced him to complete a portrait of 

Willie Nelson, and Stidham finally acquiesced, completing a piece in 

shades of black, red and metallic gold. He’d included a sacred heart 

as a last-minute decision, and, drawing on a technique he’d been 

developing, doused the entire work in water. The effect gives the works 

an almost weathered appearance, causing parts of the image to shift 

or soften.

Since that fateful portrait of Willie, Stidham has completed over 45 

sacred heart portraits, ranging from Abraham Lincoln to Elliot Smith. 

What the subjects have in common? They are people Stidham sees 

as having done something significant with their own passion and 

energy. For each portrait, he does a substantial amount of research, 

and, in the case of musicians, spends the entire portrait work session 

listening to the performer’s music. 

Although he’s quick to point out that the musicians he’s chosen to 

feature in this issue of Rare are just a quick sketch of the rich and 

varied music scene in Austin, he feels strongly about each of them.

“It’s not just about painting musicians,” Stidham says. “It’s about 

what they mean to people — their passion.”

That passion is something clearly reflected in Stidham, both as a 

person and as an artist. He wants his work to challenge people to 

think about what they’re doing with their own “sacred hearts,” and he 

believes that his success with the series has been a gift, a stroke of 

inspiration that may well be divine.

“I have to think a lot of these things are more than nice coincidences,” 

Stidham says. “It’s not some trained style, it’s what’s been given to 

me. When you are actually conscious of connections as a divine 

experience, it changes you.”

Carly Kocurek
Photo by Shannon Cunningham

williamkstidham.com

William K. Stidham has the glow of a true believer. But, when I sit down with him at Central Market, he isn’t selling 
me anything — not Amway, not life insurance, not even God. Stidham is quick to point out that he’s no religious 
zealot, and that while his Sacred Heart Series relies heavily on imagery drawn from his Catholic upbringing, he 
feels the symbolism is universal.
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